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SPECIALIZED RESEARCH
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BACKGROUND SPEAKER:

* International Liaison Officer
Netherlands Forensic Institute (NFI)

» Secretary European Network of
Forensic Science Institutes (ENFSI)
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INTRODUCTION NFI
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Characteristics NFI

» Established in 1945

* Agency of Ministry of Justice

« Staff (total): 525 fte

* Budget: 60 million euro

» Accreditation based on ISO17025
 |nternational orientation



CASE LOAD

« 2006
* 31.989 Cases
« 72.958 Test items / Exhibits
» 35.286 Reports

« 2007
« 35.280 Cases
* 71.676 Test items / Exhibits
» 37.361 Reports
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Expertise fields (1/2)

Pathology
Biology / DNA
Toxicology
Chemistry
lllicit drugs

Environmental
analyses




Expertise fields (2/2)

* Physical technology
* Handwriting

« Speech & Audio
analysis

* Questioned documents
» Digital technology




INTRODUCTION ENFSI

EUROPEAN NETWORK OF
FORENSIC SCIENCE INSTITUTES
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Characteristics ENFSI

* First initiative in 1992

« Established in 1995

* Website in 1999

* Permanent Secretariat in 2002
* Annual Fee since 2004

* 54 member-institutes from 34
European countries (2008)
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AIM of ENFSI

The aim of ENFSI is to ensure that the
quality of development and delivery of
forensic science throughout Europe is at
the forefront of the world.
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ENFSI Members
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NESI

16 Working Groups
Digital Imaging Fire and Explosion Investigation
DNA Forensic Information Technology
Documents Forensic Speech and Audio Analysis
Drugs Handwriting
Explosives Marks
Fibres Paint
Fingerprints Road Accident Analysis _
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Scene of Crime
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More at: www.enfsi.eu
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RELEVANCE FORENSIC
SCIENCE

Responsibillities:
* Operational
 Strategic



OPERATIONAL
RESPONSIBILITIES

Contributing to solving individual
crimes / catching perpetrators

« Scene of crime

* Forensic laboratory

* Prosecution / Court



STRATEGIC
RESPONSIBILITIES

Contributing to forensic science
infra-structure

* Improving methodology / technology
« Establishing databases

* Advicing on legislation

* Education & Training



TYPICAL APPLICATIONS

- Pathology

» Toxicology

* Drugs analyses
* Drunk driving

* Fire accelerants

*%*

*%*
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REQUIREMENTS FOR
WELL FUNCTIONING OF
FORENSIC SCIENCE

« Competent scene of crime workers
« Competent laboratory workers
» Validated methods

* Adequate equipment

* Understandable conclusions

- Embedded in legal system

== N 8
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ADVANTAGES FORENSIC
SCIENCE METHODS*

* Objective and transparent
* Repeatable
* Robust and validated

* compared to....



PITFALLS

* Recelver:
« Misunderstanding of conclusions
* Over-appreciation of conclusions

* Sender:
 Biased by mis-information
» Conclusions not scientificly based



CURRENT SITUATION IN
EUROPE
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PLAYERS IN THE FIELD

* Forensic institutes / laboratories

* Police laboratories / forensic units
» Specialized institutes

* Universities

* Private experts

Justivie
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THE FORENSIC
INSTITUTES IN EUROPE

Differences in terms of:

* Numbers of laboratories in each country
* Hierarchy / structure

« Size

* Scope of expertise

27
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EUROPEAN DEBATE

- Backlogs of casework

 Quality assurance

* Role at the scene of crime

» Harmonization / standardization

» Databases / exchange of information
« Commercialization / privatisation

» Cross-border criminality

o CSl-effect
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INTERNATIONAL
FORENSIC NETWORKS

* Similar aims
* 4 Networks operational in global regio’s
* Increasing cooperation (IFSA)

« 2 Networks starting (SE-Asia, Southern
Africa)

» Stimulated by UNODC (Vienna)
PEN@external funding
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REGIONAL NETWORKS

www.enfsi.eu
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ARAB FORENSIC NETWORK?

-1 o



ADVANTAGES

» Exchange of knowledge and experience
» Platform for scientific debate

* One voice to policy makers and funding
providers

 Joint R&D-programs
» Joint E&T-programs
» Joint QA-programs

- . Justitie &a




A

OPPORTUNITIES

« Examples of network structure available

» Cross-border criminality
 Demand for compatible databases
* Demand for harmonized forensic methods
« Demand for comparable analyses results

» Positive attitude by United Nations
Advice: step by step approach!!
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THE END

ANY QUESTIONS?



